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HELP US TO LAUNCH 
OUR HISTORY PROJECT 


We had set October Ist as our goal for 
raising one-half the authors! fee for the 
new history of New London, felt that 
we had every right to expect the Soci- 
ety's membership to contribute $2500. We 
planned to turn to business and ARORSErY 
for the balance. | 


We have fallen short of our goal. Now in 
November we still need $900. in order to 
offer the pledged down payment to the 
authors selected to write our history, 
along with a contract that will Insure a 
completed manuscript by 1960, the centen- 
nial of the publication of Miss Caulkins' | 
work, 


Our project is a great one. It is so 
great that it will surmount all obstacles, 
Those of our membership who have not con- 
tributed to the fund (to date only 86 of 
210 have done so) are urged to support 
this project. We need everyone's help, 
We are going beyond ou; small Society 
circle, We are launching an appeal to 
the people of Greater New London, for the 
history will embrace the wider area en- 
compassed by the early settlement. 


New London's new history will be a compre- 
hensive work covering all phases from the 
days of the Pequot Indians to the present, 
inevitably it will embrace much of the 

history of the surrounding communities of 
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Groton, Gales Ferry, Montville, Waterford, 
etc. Good use will be made of. ‘material 
unkhown to Miss Caulkins. Emphasis will 
be upon the economic and social develop- 
ment of the community, treating of ship- 
ping, farming, industry, trade and 
Finance, in line with the modern approach 
to history. ; 


We have been encouraged during the cam- 
paign for funds by a number of contribu- 
tions that have.come from people outside 
cur membership--people whose eagerness 

and generosity have shown in a very prac- 
tical way that success must come, Their 
encouragement prompts us to invite a wider 
circle to join us in this campaign. 


We are not asking the impossible. Towns 
around us are producing histories to coin- 
cide with their own anniversary celebra- 
tions, Just last week we talked with the 
author of the new history of Ridgefield, 

a work that has sold tremendously well in 
the few weeks since its publication, 
Residents of that town of less than 5,000 
people raised half the total needed to 
launch "Ridgefield in Review,'! which was 
published by the town's 250th Anniversary 
Committee at cost in order to make it 
readiiy available to everyone. Business 
interests of Ridgefile!d financed the other 
half. 


Here in New London we have a more ambi- 
tious long-term plan. We have the inter- 
est of two distinguished writers who are 


awaiting the necessary contract to stert 
the job, 


Help us to give them the go-ahead signal. 
Help us to meet our 1958 deadline for the 
awarding of the contract to Odell and 
Willard Shepard, Time is precious to 
them, for we want them to deliver their 
manuscript during the first haif of 1960, 


send your check for as big a sum as you 
can afford to the New London County His- 
torical Society at the Shaw Mansion, 
Your contribution is tax deductible, 


ADAMS PORTRAITS IN 
HARTFORD SHOW 


The Society's portraits of the Reverend 
Eliphalet Adams and Mrs, Adams have been 
loaned to the Connecticut Historical So- 
ciety for the show entitled The Pierpont 
Limner and Some of His Contemporary Un- 
known Artists. They are on display until 
February Ist at the Society's quarters at 
! Elizabeth Street, Hartford, 


The Reverend Adams served as minister of 
the First Congregational Church for forty- 
four years from 1709 to 1753, He married 
Lydia, daughter of Alexander and Judith 
(Redfin) Pygan of New London in 1799, 


William Lamson Warren, in his article in 
the Connecticut Historical Society Bulle- 
tin for October, writes, ''For the past 
thirty years students of American por- 
trait painting have been interested ina 
group of early 18th century portraits 
having distinct similarities and painted 
around the same time, As the interest 
progressed in this unknown artist, he 
gradually came to be called the Pierpont 
limner because it was felt the artist who 
limned the likenesses of the Reverend 
James Pierpont of New Haven and his wife, 
Mary Hooker, was the artist who also did 
the portraits in this group,!! 


Referring to Mr. and Mrs. Adams, Mr, War- 
ren says, ''There’is no reason to insist 
that they sat in New London for their por- 
traits, Travel to Boston by boat and 
overland was frequent and New London was 
then an important shipping port. Though 
the portraits are not dated, we know that 
Mr. & Mrs, Adams were married in 1709, 
when he was thirty-two and she was twenty- 
five years old.!! 


[t is good to send out our portraits occa- 


sionaily to noteworthy shows, for they 
wili be seen by many who visit these ex- 
hibits. Hung with other paintings of 
their time, they contribute to an overall 
impression of a period or a school of 
painting. Genealogically they are impor- 
tant too. Recently a visitor from Hart- 
ford spotted the Adams portraits in the 
Mansion and remarked that the Reverend 
Eliphalet and his wife were his forebears, 


MUSEUM OF EARLY TOOLS 
NOW IN PREPARAT ! ON 


A search for early machine tools brought 
the curator of the Division of Mechanical 
and Civil Engineering of the Smithsonian 
Institution to New London in September, 


Mr, Eugene S. Ferguson telephoned the So- 
ciety for help in locating the Brown Cot- 
ton Gin Manufactory, where he hoped to 
Find an old lathe. He was brought up to 
date on the recent history of the plant 
on Pequot Avenue. You will recall that 
the Brown Manufactory was followed by the 
Babcock Printing Press Manufacturing Com- 
pany and the New London Mills (linoleum), 


Mr. Ferguson's subsequent letter to the 
society follows In part. ''l visited the 
New London Mills and found a cordial wel- 
come but no lathes, The housecleaning of 
four or five years ago was thorough, and 
the lathes, if they existed then, were 
scrapped, 


"We are trying to find early machine tools 
and machinists! tools of the middle nine- 
teenth century or earlier, for the Hall of 
Tools in the projected Hosein of History 
and Technology, now under construction, 

If any such objects come to your atten- 
tion, | should appreciate your letting me 
know of them,!! 


Those who may know of the availability of 

such tools are urged to write to Mr. Fer- 

guson at the Smithsonian Institution, Uni- 
ted States National Museum, Washington 

a9, 0.6. 


OFFICERS OF THE SOCIETY 


President wsscuscscsesess Dwight C, Lyman 
Vice Presidents ...... Edmund C. Johnston 

Henkle S, Scott 
Recording Secretary .Miss Hazel A. Johnson 
Curator-Secretary .. Miss Helen |. Fraser 
Treasurer ..cevceseesse Winthrop Trust Co, 


Finance Board ....+ee. Herbert G, Huntley 
Victor S$, Johnson 

Earle W, Stamm 

Advisory Board ,.... Mrs. W. Etlery Allyn 
Mrs. Wilson Brown 

F, Valentine Chappel! 

Miss Marion Chappell 

Mrs. Albert Chase 

Mrs. Arthur B, Caulkins 

Mrs, Carl C.Cutler 

Miss Elsie C, Fengar 

Mrs. Herbert G, Huntley 

Mrs. Ralph H, Keeler 

E. Gorton Rogers 

Henkle S, Scott 

Mrs, Elmer H. Spaulding 

Miss Helen Whiton 


NOTES ON THE DEMING HOUSE 
(Continued) 


In the January issue of the Bulletin we 
said, ''There is a town tradition that it 
(The Deming house) was built by Isaac 
Fitch of Lebanon,'' We also pointed out 
that there are rarely records to substan- 
tiate attributions of old houses. 


Recently William L. Warren of Litchfield 
called to our attention a letter from 
Jonathan Deming dated March, 1785, which 
states that Isaac Fitch built the meeting 
house in Colchester and ''my house.!' Both 
the meeting house and the Deming house are 
cone, The pulpit from the church Is in 
the D.A.R. building in Colchester. 


lt is always gratifying to prove a tradi- 
tion a fact, and there is a real excite- 
ment in discovering the works of these 
early architect-builders, -- L.P.L. 


ADVENTURES OF A THIRD GENERATION 
COLLECTOR HIGHLIGHT OF ANNUAL MEETING 


A lively, informative talk on the adven- 
tures of collecting was presented to the 
Society at its annual meeting on September 


16 by Mr. Carroll Alton Means of New Haven, 


governor of the Society of Mayflower De- 
scendants in the State of Connecticut, and 
well-known archaeologist and collector, 


Mr. Means, a native of Norwich, partici- 
pated in the excavation of Fort Shantok 


on the Thames River in 1922 during an arch- 


aeological survey of New England. He 
journeyed up the river by canoe, carried 
his gear over the Central Vermont Railway 
tracks, and camped on the site of Uncas's 
fortified village. 


The speaxer dep:ored the scattering of 
many notable coilections of Norwich family 
papers, including the Backus, Huntington 
and Leffingwell families. He noted that 
today's emphasis on the importance of the 
industrial and commercial history of an 
era is protection against such a practice, 


STEAMSHIP SAVANNAH 
STILL SAILS IN MEMORY 


The perennial appeal of the Society's 
small but choice collection of memorabilia 
of the SAVANNAH, first steamship to cross 
the ocean, has drawn several visitors to 
the Shaw Mansion recently. Mr. Frank 0, 
Braynard of New York, who is in charge of 
the search for the remains of the old 
steamship, called late in July to view the 
pictures of Captain Stevens Rogers and his 
wife, and Captain Moses Rogers. He ex- 
amined the gold snuff box presented to 
Captain Stevens by the English Lord Lyn- 
dock at St. Petersburg in 1819, and the 
portable desk said to have been presented 
to Captain Moses by Robert Fulton, Mr. 
Braynard is gathering material for a book 
on the SAVANNAH, 


On October 28, Mrs, Milton H, Huppuck of 
saratoga Springs, N.Y., great-granddaugh- 
ter of Stevens Rogers, visited the Soci- 
ety's headquarters to view these objects. 


SOME GIFTS TO THE SOCIETY 
1957-58 


Fife used in Revolutionary War by David 
Phelps of New London....presented by 
Mrs. Wilfred Allen Parker, New York City 

Mid-I9th century gowns and baby dress.... 
presented by Mr. L. E, Battin, Niantic 

Wedding dress of Phebie P, Kenyon (1880) 
ooeepresented by Mrs, George Hicks 

Whiskey glasses from the Pequot House, and 
New England almanacs....presented by Mr. 
Frederick Leffingwell, Norwich 

Photograph, View from Manwaring Hill.... 
presented by Mrs. John Fearhake 

Photographs of C. Augustus Williams and 
New London City Council....presented by 
Conn. College (from Crozier estate) 

Recollections of New London by C, B, Jen- 
nings, and Annual reports of New London 
Board of Education, 1890-1918....pre- 
sented by Miss Alice Jennings 

Manuscript of song, Beautiful New London by 
Mabel Archer and Alice Harrington.... 
presented by Miss Harrington 


A System of laws of the State of Connect- j if 
icut. By Zephaniah Swift. Vols. 1 and fr *s 
2. Windham, 1795-96....presented by | {: | 


Miss N. Louise Chase 

Genealogical and biographical record of 
New London County....presented by Conn, 
College Library 

Pedigree of descendants of Henry Randolph 
of Henrico County, Virginia....pre- 
sented by Mr. Wassel Randolph 

Log of the Edward Sewall, 1911-1912, by 
Lawrence C, Howard. Presented by the 
author 

Bocks, pamphlets, programs, pictures, etc, 
...-presented by Mr. Raymond Walker 

Seaman's savings bank, early 19th century. 
Presented by Mrs. Alfred M,. Heaton 

Scrappook, New London and Connecticut, 
19th century. Presented by Mrs. Charles 
He Allen. 


LOANS 


Portrait of Lucretia Huntington of Nor- 
wich....Llender, Mrs. Harry W. Carlson, 
Groton 

Two Bristol Vases....Lender, Antiquarian 
and Landmarks Society of Connecticut 
through Miss Ruth Newcomb 


Custodians in Residence: 
Mr. & Mrs. Sidney Holmes 
Secretary and Curator: 
Miss delen |, Fraser 
society's telephone is Gibson 3-1209 
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